
Linear	Wire	Sculpture	–	Animals	
	 																																																																							 	

	
Contour	Line:	A	contour	is	the	line	which	defines	a	form	or	edge	
–	an	outline.		Contour	drawing	is	the	place	where	most	beginners	
start,	following	the	visible	edges	of	a	shape.		The	contour	
describes	the	outermost	edges	of	a	form,	as	well	as	dramatic	
changes	of	plane	within	the	form.	It	is	not	just	an	outline.		For	
this	project	we	will	be	using	a	continuous	line	contour.		
	
The	activity:		
Using	wire,	you	will	construct	a	3D	linear	form	of	an	animal	
based	on	a	continuous	contour	line	drawing.		You	may	also	use	
recycled	materials	and/or	tissue	paper	to	add	details	to	your	
sculpture.			
	
What	you’ll	do:	

1. Brainstorm	a	list	of	10 different	animals. 	
2. Research	your	list	of	animals	and	narrow	it	to	3.		Choose	animals	that	you	find	interesting	and	that	

could	become	more	visually	interesting	by	adding	new	features	or	characteristics.		
3. Elaborate	and	define	the	characteristics	of	each	animal.		Characteristics	should	include	things	such	

as:	shape,	color,	texture,	size,	etc.		
4. Continue	research	and	sketching	for	the	3	animals	in	order	to	help	decide	a	final	direction.		
5. Choose	a	final	animal	to	create	for	your	project.	
6. Save	and	print	–	a	minimum	of	5	visual	representations	of	chosen	animal	from	a	variety	of	different	

angles.		Note:	if	you	have	a	3D	form	of	the	animal,	bring	that	in	as	well.		
7. Sketch	and	simplify	by	creating	small	contour	line	drawings	of	your	animal.		You	should	have	a	

minimum	of	3	angles	from	3	different	perspectives.		Use	the	light	table	if	necessary.		Things	to	
consider:	
• You	are	using	single	lines	to	create	the	illusion	of	the	whole…look	at	the	examples	shown.	
• If	subject	is	oversimplified	then	it	becomes	uninteresting.	
• If	subject	is	overly	complicated	it	becomes	confusing	to	look	at.	
• Think	about	how	your	piece	will	stand	as	you’re	sketching	–	consider	structural	elements.	
• Your	structure	must	be	strong…how	do	you	manipulate	wire	for	strength	and	stability?	
• How	can	you	connect	pieces	or	add	new	elements?	
• How	can	you	cut	the	wire	and	tuck	away	sharp	ends?	
• How	can	you	create	an	interesting	sculpture	“in	the	round”	(viewed	from	all	directions)?	

8. Recreate	a	realistic	replica,	using	wire,	of	your	chosen	animal	that	is	a	minimum	of	6”	and	maximum	
of	8”	in	one	direction.		

9. Additional	elements	like	tissue	paper,	different	size	or	color	wires,	aluminum	cans,	washers,	small	
metal	parts,	etc.	will	add	interest	and	a	new	life	to	your	sculpture.		

10. Add	a	base	for	your	animal	if	needed.	
11. Present	the	final	creation 	with 	a	high	regard	for	craftsmanship. 	

	
	 	

	
	
The

	

potential	number	of	successful	solutions	is

	

infinite.	Work	with	and	consider	the	characteristics	of	
your	animal

	

to	come	up	with	a	successful	and	inventive	sculptural

	

creature!	

	



Name: _____________________________________________________  
Linear Wire Sculpture –  Animals; Brainstorming Sheet  

                                 
 
 

       Animals – 10 species               
 

1. _______________________________ 

2. _______________________________ 

3. _______________________________ 

4. _______________________________ 

5. _______________________________ 

6. _______________________________ 

7. _______________________________ 

8. _______________________________ 

9. _______________________________ 

10. _______________________________ 

11. _______________________________ 

12. _______________________________ 

13. _______________________________ 

14. _______________________________ 

15. _______________________________ 

16. _______________________________ 

17. _______________________________ 

18. _______________________________ 

19. _______________________________ 

20. _______________________________ 



Name: _______________________________________________________
   

 
Linear Wire Sculpture – Animals; Characteristics Sheet 

                      
 
 
 
Animal #1:  
Animal: ____________________________________ 

Animal Characteristics: ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Possible Details/Recycled Items: _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Animal #2:  
Animal: ____________________________________ 

Animal Characteristics: ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Possible Details/Recycled Items: _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Animal #3:  
Animal: ____________________________________ 

Animal Characteristics: ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Possible Details/Recycled Items: _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



Name: _______________________________________________________     

Linear Wire Sculpture – Animals; Final Sketch Sheet                     
 
 
 
Animal: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Details: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Sketches (minimum of 3 from 3 different angles): *Use additional paper if necessary 



Name: _______________________________________________________    Block: ________________ 
Linear Wire Sculpture – Animal; Reflection Sheet 

Sculpture I                     Mrs. Duckworth 
 
 
Thinking	about	your	linear	wire	sculpture	and	the	process	you	used	to	create	it,	please	
answer	the	following	questions…	
	

1) Do	you	believe	your	sculpture	is	your	best	possible	work	and	effort?	Please	explain	why.	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

2) What	was	one	challenge	you	faced	during	this	project	and	how	did	you	solve	it?	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

3) What	was	one	success	you	had	during	this	project	and	how	did	you	feel	when	complete?	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

4) What	planning	did	you	use	to	complete	the	project?	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

5) What	tools	did	you	use	to	complete	the	project?	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

6) What	would	you	do	differently	if	you	created	another	animal	out	of	wire?	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
	
 



Linear Wire Sculpture Animal    Name: _________________________________ 
                  

              
 
Completion of Requirements Checklist (1pt. ea.)  
____ List of 10 different species of animals 
____ Top 3 animals with characteristics & final choice 
____ 5 visual examples of animal to use as reference 
____ 3 sketches from 3 different views of animal 
____ Size: minimum 6”; maximum 8” in one direction 
 
 
 

Composition/Application of Elements & Principles 
Do your creative elements work together as a cohesive whole?  Is there emphasis on the appropriate areas? 
Does your eye flow effortlessly through the sculpture?  Does your sculpture appear too busy or lacking 
details?  The focus/intent of this project was to investigate how various linear elements can be utilized to 
describe different shapes, surfaces and volumes.  Is there an obvious linear flow?  Does your sculpture 
include a variety of shapes and show volume to enhance representation?   
 
 
 
 

Creative Problem Solving 
You were tasked with created a 3D animal using wire.  How interesting and fresh is your idea?  Does your 
sculpture go beyond the expected or ordinary solution?  Did you add embellishments and details?  
 
 
 
 

Application of Materials & Processes 
Does your sculpture show mastery of manipulating wire and transforming 2D concepts into an interesting 3D 
form?  Were your contour line drawings clear and concise?  Did you effectively use the tools and materials 
provided to you in a safe and proper manner?  
 
 
 
Craftsmanship  
Are there obvious signs of care and quality in the production and creation of your piece?  Is your style 
consistent and reinforces the idea, concept or formal qualities of the work?  Does your piece meet 
conventional standards of craftsmanship?  Are sharp wire ends tucked away?  Does your sculpture stand on 
its own? 
 
 
 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 

Criterion below will be 
evaluated on this 12-point scale: 
12. Exceeds Expectations 
9-11. Meets All Expectations 
6-8. Meets Most Expectations 
1-5. Meets Few Expectations 

 

/15 

 

/15 

 

/15 

 

/15 

TOTAL:  
 

       /65 




