
Photography Composition 
using the Elements and 

Principles of Art



Elements
The basic building blocks

• Line
• Shape/Form
• Space
• Value 
• Texture 
• Color



Lines

• A mark made by a moving point.
• Has greater length than width.
• Directs the eye – horizontal, vertical, 

diagonal, curvy, zig-zag, etc.
• Can be actual obvious lines or the borders 

or edges of shapes.



Lines 



Shape/Form

• A contained area.
• Can be GEOMETRIC (man-made) ex. 

Square, triangle, circle, etc.
• Can be ORGANIC (natural) ex. Leaves, 

humans, puddles, etc.
• Shapes are 2-Dimensional and flat. (circle)
• Forms are 3-Dimensional with height, width 

and depth. (sphere)
• Used to create a sense of space and 

substance.



Shape/Form

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gifford.uk.com/01-pyramid-B.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gifford.uk.com/&h=421&w=600&sz=82&tbnid=rfzvhKHUSi0J:&tbnh=93&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=pyramid&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.adirondackphotos.info/large/lily-pads.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.adirondackphotos.info/picpage-lily-pads.htm&h=600&w=800&sz=112&tbnid=yml4HYXeRqQJ:&tbnh=106&tbnw=142&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=lily+pads&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cosy.sbg.ac.at/~wdietl/diary/bay/2000-12/sf-xmas/skyscraper-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cosy.sbg.ac.at/~wdietl/diary/bay/2000-12/&h=600&w=400&sz=47&tbnid=qs_khR426MsJ:&tbnh=133&tbnw=88&hl=en&start=4&prev=/images?q=skyscraper&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrfs.net/trips/2003/Spain/Barcelona/fruit_market.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrfs.net/trips/2003/Spain/Barcelona/Barcelona.html&h=463&w=637&sz=149&tbnid=8Nk4aOtSQQQJ:&tbnh=98&tbnw=135&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=fruit+market&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.netjeff.com/gallery_storage/MyFavorites/clouds.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.netjeff.com/gallery/MyFavorites/clouds&h=768&w=1128&sz=150&tbnid=8bef_QbXwqoJ:&tbnh=102&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=clouds&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://alpha.science.unitn.it/~vanzo/mountains/venegia0010.JPG&imgrefurl=http://alpha.science.unitn.it/~vanzo/mountains/&h=768&w=1024&sz=169&tbnid=7UyiuqerwWoJ:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q=mountains&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Space

• The area used or unused in a composition.
• Positive space – the area the objects/subject 

takes up.
• Negative space – the area around, under, 

through and between.
• Gives the photo a 3-dimensional feeling. 

(Depth)  
• Foreground (closest), Middle ground, and 

Background (farthest).
• Can be open, crowded, near, far, etc.



Space

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edu.pe.ca/southernkings/Pictures/mt2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.edu.pe.ca/southernkings/landforms.htm&h=235&w=298&sz=19&tbnid=Sd1427QkjqEJ:&tbnh=87&tbnw=111&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=mountains&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eyeassociates.com/red tact lens close up.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eyeassociates.com/best_technologies_in_low_vision.htm&h=243&w=236&sz=11&tbnid=1V-vPSUb_7oJ:&tbnh=105&tbnw=101&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q=close+up&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sat.dundee.ac.uk/~arb/canada94/valley.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sat.dundee.ac.uk/~arb/canada94/&h=370&w=517&sz=39&tbnid=62Gtd508PkIJ:&tbnh=91&tbnw=128&hl=en&start=7&prev=/images?q=valley&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.istockphoto.com/file_thumbview_approve/449063/2/Shells___Pebbles__3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.istockphoto.com/imageindex/449/0/449063/&h=180&w=270&sz=15&tbnid=mydulhHtzrAJ:&tbnh=72&tbnw=108&hl=en&start=12&prev=/images?q=pebbles+sand&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mir.com.my/rb/photography/underh20/housing/images/mating.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mir.com.my/rb/photography/underh20/housing/&h=310&w=462&sz=45&tbnid=6wq_-pI5OyEJ:&tbnh=83&tbnw=125&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=underwater&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Value

• Black and White and all the Grays in 
between

• Dark to Light
• Can add drama and impact to composition.
• Can give a sense of timelessness
• Train your eye to read color as Black and 

White!



Value

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.marcylang.com/images/Black and White.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.marcylang.com/pics.htm&h=1404&w=1392&sz=384&tbnid=CYNOyof8PoMJ:&tbnh=150&tbnw=148&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=black+and+white+photo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://students.uat.edu/pedmejia/Images/butterfly - black and white.jpg&imgrefurl=http://students.uat.edu/pedmejia/gallery.html&h=640&w=943&sz=84&tbnid=XEMNoRZYwdQJ:&tbnh=99&tbnw=147&hl=en&start=4&prev=/images?q=black+and+white+photo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pixiport.com/blackandwhite/rene.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pixiport.com/blackandwhite.html&h=239&w=200&sz=11&tbnid=79wMCzwcWfEJ:&tbnh=104&tbnw=87&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q=black+and+white+photo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.darknessandlight.co.uk/black_white_pictures/fs-bw/oxford-3003.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.darknessandlight.co.uk/&h=413&w=600&sz=26&tbnid=xHHlk6sl8doJ:&tbnh=91&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=15&prev=/images?q=black+and+white+photo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.starmania.com/AlanaSullivan/images/Copy of Alana black & white.jpg seriouse.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.starmania.com/AlanaSullivan/headshots.htm&h=1160&w=886&sz=141&tbnid=VjbMtK1h294J:&tbnh=150&tbnw=114&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q=black+white+photo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Texture

• The surface quality.  
• How an object feels, or how it looks like 

it feels.
• Rough, smooth, bumpy, gooey, sharp, 

etc.
• Adds interest! Sense of sight and sense 

of touch involved.



Texture

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-pictures-photos.com/texture/texture-014.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-pictures-photos.com/texture/&h=930&w=1416&sz=1791&tbnid=Sbd6AiWt01QJ:&tbnh=98&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=texture&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ltcconline.net/chamberlain/Art135/02.texture.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ltccartsmart.blogspot.com/2004_07_01_ltccartsmart_archive.html&h=609&w=930&sz=85&tbnid=g-ItKYOoa2YJ:&tbnh=96&tbnw=147&hl=en&start=6&prev=/images?q=texture&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://photos1.blogger.com/blogger/1744/464/1600/ujd.jpg&imgrefurl=http://baghdadgirl.blogspot.com/&h=420&w=560&sz=50&tbnid=mU1bGkPzA6UJ:&tbnh=98&tbnw=131&hl=en&start=20&prev=/images?q=cat&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mooseyscountrygarden.com/rose-picture-gallery/rose-thorn.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mooseyscountrygarden.com/rose-picture-gallery/rose-picture-gallery.html&h=768&w=1024&sz=120&tbnid=n4lhcH4A1wIJ:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=rose+thorn&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.graphicscience.com.au/Gallery/Flowers/327t.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.graphicscience.com.au/Gallery/Flowers/Flowers18.htm&h=228&w=350&sz=25&tbnid=u4mUhsoev0EJ:&tbnh=75&tbnw=116&hl=en&start=9&prev=/images?q=rose+flower&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lssmn.org/befrienders/footprints 3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lssmn.org/befrienders/logo11.htm&h=300&w=198&sz=17&tbnid=fkVRO08VcpYJ:&tbnh=111&tbnw=73&hl=en&start=18&prev=/images?q=footprints&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Color

• Artistic term is HUE
• Need light to see color.
• Primary, Secondary, Intermediates.
• Use color schemes to enhance appeal or 

make impact.



Color

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~cgramer/Yosemite 2004/sepia olmstead point.JPG&imgrefurl=http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~cgramer/Yosemite 2004/&h=1712&w=2288&sz=597&tbnid=FEveC-tdGIUJ:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=sepia+&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rsc-ne-scotland.ac.uk/ie/Colour_an_Introduction/Colour an Introduction-130_6.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rsc-ne-scotland.ac.uk/ie/Colour_an_Introduction/Colour an Introduction-130.htm&h=345&w=450&sz=37&tbnid=_e2BwjQQ6n8J:&tbnh=95&tbnw=124&hl=en&start=61&prev=/images?q=complementary&start=60&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.md.chalmers.se/~wistrand/pics/yellow_purple.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/7147/fullres.html&h=900&w=1152&sz=92&tbnid=GQ1BW99_Id4J:&tbnh=117&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q=yellow+purple&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.duncanrossphoto.com/200297.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.duncanrossphoto.com/Catalog_of_Photographs/Ireland/200297/200297.html&h=682&w=955&sz=242&tbnid=ypo0dZPYhUMJ:&tbnh=104&tbnw=147&hl=en&start=6&prev=/images?q=moss+forest&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edenpics.com/pictures/003/en/1600/Edenpics-com_003-005-Sunset-on-a-pond-with-reflection-of-the-trees-in-the-water-Switzerland-St.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.edenpics.com/main_details.phtml?l=en&m=g&t=d&pic=003-005&h=1200&w=1600&sz=175&tbnid=0bUCEQVvqG8J:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=19&prev=/images?q=sunset&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Principles

• The different arrangements – or 
compositions - of the ELEMENTS of 
design to create artistic, interesting, more 
visually powerful photographs.

• Principles



What are the Principles of Art?

• Emphasis 
• Balance
• Unity

• Contrast 
• Movement/ Rhythm
• Pattern/Repetition



Pattern/Repetition

• An element that occurs over and over again 
in a composition.

• Can repeat the element in a consistent 
pattern.

• Can repeat the element in a variation of the 
pattern.



Repetition Examples

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/comp/BDX/BDX163/bxp32170.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/BDX163/bxp32170/&h=201&w=300&sz=11&tbnid=lhg_S8SmDrEJ:&tbnh=74&tbnw=111&hl=en&start=6&prev=/images?q=Repetition+and+black+and+White+photography&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mk31.image.pbase.com/u41/roberta/small/26934719.StaplesBW750x.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pbase.com/roberta/black_and_white&h=109&w=160&sz=5&tbnid=S6txF3GvXYkJ:&tbnh=62&tbnw=92&hl=en&start=7&prev=/images?q=Repetition+and+black+and+White+photography&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N


EMPHASIS or Focal Point

Emphasis in a composition refers 
to developing points of interest to 
pull the viewer's eye to important 

parts of the body of the work.



EMPHASIS EXAMPLES

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.adayonthegreen.com.au/images/media/Crowd.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.adayonthegreen.com.au/media.htm&h=1185&w=1764&sz=602&tbnid=FEKSPmBCaL0J:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=crowd&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cetova.com/images/stand out from the crowd.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cetova.com/partners.php&h=200&w=300&sz=16&tbnid=C4iH2hqFLE0J:&tbnh=74&tbnw=111&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=stand+out&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ladybug-design.com/images/image_home_tulip.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ladybug-design.com/&h=142&w=140&sz=6&tbnid=0MSTEq-sh4sJ:&tbnh=88&tbnw=86&hl=en&start=6&prev=/images?q=stand+out&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://photos1.blogger.com/img/136/2699/1024/100_4968.jpg&imgrefurl=http://jkirlin.blogspot.com/2004_12_01_jkirlin_archive.html&h=768&w=1024&sz=174&tbnid=5v5SKQ23pQsJ:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=13&prev=/images?q=stand+out&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Balance

Balance is a sense of stability in 
the body of work. Balance can be 

created by repeating same 
shapes and by creating a feeling 

of equal weight. 



Balance Examples

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.depts.drew.edu/lib/pics/varenna_boat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.depts.drew.edu/lib/oldexhib.html&h=257&w=375&sz=65&tbnid=7UcM9jKifGAJ:&tbnh=80&tbnw=118&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=Balance+and+photographs&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nejman.com/images/Balance.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nejman.com/todiefor/2000Gloucester.htm&h=575&w=800&sz=39&tbnid=qq4I731jYO8J:&tbnh=102&tbnw=142&hl=en&start=51&prev=/images?q=Balance+and+photographs&start=40&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://photos1.blogger.com/img/62/4534/1024/PICT01451.jpg&imgrefurl=http://photobliss.blogspot.com/2005_04_01_photobliss_archive.html&h=1024&w=768&sz=104&tbnid=82DSqtIzQbIJ:&tbnh=150&tbnw=112&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q=symmetrical+photo&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.carlesga.ciberia.es/carles/QUADRES/nous/03/symmetrical palms.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.carlesga.ciberia.es/carles/2003a.htm&h=376&w=500&sz=100&tbnid=8ijvLQY4HwIJ:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images?q=symmetrical&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.seattleyates.com/z-Seahorse red & two coral strands symmetrical 2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.seattleyates.com/St Vincent 2003.htm&h=702&w=800&sz=672&tbnid=ikRUnmAKND8J:&tbnh=124&tbnw=142&hl=en&start=19&prev=/images?q=symmetrical&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bonsaiweb.com/critique/images/kuro101.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bonsaiweb.com/critique/critique.shtml&h=401&w=450&sz=49&tbnid=Thn2MMJ9NikJ:&tbnh=110&tbnw=124&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=asymmetric+balance&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=


Unity

Unity is seen in a painting or 
drawing when all the parts equal a 

whole. 



Unity Examples

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.glentour.freeuk.com/black.4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.glentour.freeuk.com/baw.htm&h=259&w=367&sz=16&tbnid=HqlVj8BUuAYJ:&tbnh=83&tbnw=118&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q=Black+and+white+Photographs&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://teresi.us/images/gallery/black_and_white/moonlight.jpg&imgrefurl=http://teresi.us/html/photo/bw.html&h=527&w=788&sz=58&tbnid=10W2C3VGYAUJ:&tbnh=94&tbnw=141&hl=en&start=9&prev=/images?q=Black+and+white+Photographs&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.martyknapp.com/esl/mk/fineart/site.taf_files/Meyers_creek_05.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.martyknapp.com/esl/mk/fineart/AbstractBlackWhitePhotos.html&h=476&w=700&sz=106&tbnid=Ya2TSiKuIREJ:&tbnh=93&tbnw=138&hl=en&start=29&prev=/images?q=Black+and+white+Photographs&start=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.psyonic.dsl.pipex.com/bw1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aspexdesign.co.uk/photos_bw.htm&h=450&w=600&sz=47&tbnid=Jega9AHwHt8J:&tbnh=99&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=43&prev=/images?q=Black+and+white+Photographs&start=40&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uea.ac.uk/~e154/photos/bw/park.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uea.ac.uk/~e154/photos/bw/&h=565&w=362&sz=180&tbnid=NeG6BsyELVIJ:&tbnh=131&tbnw=83&hl=en&start=87&prev=/images?q=Black+and+white+Photographs&start=80&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.photolaboratory.com/gallery_images/lenblaupix/exec_office_bldg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.photolaboratory.com/lenblau.htm&h=450&w=347&sz=59&tbnid=vVcgSX7owjIJ:&tbnh=124&tbnw=95&hl=en&start=129&prev=/images?q=Black+and+white+Photographs&start=120&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N


CONTRAST

Contrast refers to the opposites 
and differences in the work.  You 

can achieve variety by using 
different shapes, textures, colors 

and values in your work.  



CONTRAST Examples

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_SM/0019-0405-2221-4500_SM.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_pages/0019-0405-2221-4500.html&h=215&w=300&sz=12&tbnid=FNxvdVxkhccJ:&tbnh=79&tbnw=111&hl=en&start=8&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.costonstock.com/_gallery/_WM/0015-0402-1009-3113_WM.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.costonstock.com/_gallery/_pages/0015-0402-1009-3113.html&h=300&w=225&sz=33&tbnid=aobnDWZey2sJ:&tbnh=111&tbnw=83&hl=en&start=19&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chuckkoonce.com/hcontrast1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chuckkoonce.com/portrait.htm&h=304&w=293&sz=16&tbnid=Hcjhk080nFsJ:&tbnh=112&tbnw=107&hl=en&start=21&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&start=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.phototalk.net/photos/data/500/1530Contrast.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.phototalk.net/photos/showphoto.php/photo/30150/sort/1/cat/all/page/5&h=450&w=600&sz=55&tbnid=9RFcX7CRegYJ:&tbnh=99&tbnw=133&hl=en&start=30&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&start=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://lass.calumet.purdue.edu/cca/A_D222Gallery/images/2Cynthia.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lass.calumet.purdue.edu/cca/A_D222Gallery/pages/2Cynthia.htm&h=263&w=350&sz=21&tbnid=ER-imGO7Z7kJ:&tbnh=87&tbnw=116&hl=en&start=37&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&start=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_TN/0056-0503-0122-2931_TN.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/search_terms/white_roses.html&h=75&w=100&sz=3&tbnid=QEw0qif9XZkJ:&tbnh=57&tbnw=77&hl=en&start=48&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&start=40&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.photographersdirect.com/img/12373/pd341362_s.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.photographersdirect.com/stockimages/daytime.asp&h=120&w=80&sz=23&tbnid=D2BXS7157BYJ:&tbnh=83&tbnw=55&hl=en&start=57&prev=/images?q=Contrast+and+black+and+white+photography&start=40&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=N


Movement

Movement  adds excitement to your work by 
showing action and directing the viewers eye 

throughout the picture plane. Rhythm is a type of 
movement in drawing and painting. It is seen in 

repeating of shapes and colors. Alternating lights 
and darks also give a sense of rhythm. 



Movement
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The   Rule   of   Thirds

Try not to shoot anything dead Center!!!  Your viewer 
will spend more time with your image is the objects are 
placed all around the center.

Dead center means just that…DEAD. When the 
audience only has to look at the center , they spend very 
little time viewing and thinking about your image

 



Elements and Principles in 
Photographic Composition

• The Elements and Principles are used in 
making photographs – not just taking 
photographs.

• You have to know and understand the 
elements and principles of art to see them 
all around you and capture them in your 
photos.

• Good luck!
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