
2. A little combining, a little resizing and you are done, right?

Why does it look so bad?  Mostly because the color tones are completely dif-
ferent.  The boat picture hue is red, so even daylight is going to have  a very 
warm tone.  The dog picture has a much cooler tone.

You can fix this using levels and channels and other fancy stuff.  But an easy 
way to get close is Match Color, a smart function built right into Photoshop.

1. Open the boats.psd as the background in Photoshop.  Notice that 
the photograph has a very reddish hue.  Drag and drop the puppy.
psd file into the open boats file.  When you drag and drop, you will 
note that the puppy picture comes in as a placed file.  You have to 
click on the arrow on the tool bar to accept the file.  Click OK.

Go to Edit > Transform > Scale to resize the puppy file to fit prop-
erly in the boat.  The puppy layer needs to be rasterized.  Right click 
on the puppy layer in the layer menu and choose Rasterize Layer.
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Color Matching Unit PSCS6
Lesson 1 - Understanding Color Matching
Grades 9 -12 Media Arts -Digital Imaging

In this series of lessons, students will:
•	 Understand	the	importance	of	color	matching	when	combining	photos
•	 Lesson	1:		Understand	how	to	use	the	color	matching	function	in	Photoshop	

Summary
Combining	photographs	is	a	very	important	skill	in	Graphic	&	Digital	Design.		Photoshop	offers	a	number	of	tools	to	
help	the	user	with	this	important	task.	This	lesson	uses	the Match Color feature	to	allow	the	user	to	combine	photos	
realistically	that	were	taken	under	dramatically	different	lighting	environments.

LESSON 1
	Follow	the	directions	to	learn	how	to	combine	and	match	colors	in	photos	that	were	taken	under	completely	different	
lighting	conditions.		This	lesson	was	written	for	Photoshop	CS6	but	can	be	adjusted	with	CS4	and	CS5.
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4. Next, click Image on the menu bar at 
the top.  You will get a pull down menu.
Click on Adjustments.
Click once more on Match Color

3. The first thing to do is 
make sure you are on the right 
layer.  You need to be on the 
layer you want to change.  So 
make sure that the puppy is 
highlighted.

Also, make note that the 
Background layer has the color 
tones that you want to apply 
to the dog.  You can use any 
layer as the source, not just the 
background.  For this tutorial, 
you want to use the back-
ground of the boats.
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6. Now you need to pick what you want 
as the source coloring.  You do not have 
the use the same file as your current 
project, but the file must be open in your 
Photoshop workspace.  
This picture is called boats.psd so that is 
the one to pick.

5. The first thing to check is that the right 
layer is identified as the Target.

In this case, that would be boats.psd
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8. As soon as you click on the source layer, 
the dog becomes much deeper in color and 
a reddish hue is added to his coat.

If the difference in colors is extreme, you 
may get a really crazy result!  Don’t give up - 
you will be adjusting the intensity.

This is not a bad match, but not quite right 
yet.

9. In almost all cases you will want to Fade 
the effect.  How much will depend on your 
particular images.  In this case, adjust the 
fade until it looks right.

You can play around with the Luminance 
and Color Intensity sliders and see if you 
like what happens.

Make sure that the Preview button is select-
ed, so you can see the changes in real time.

7. Next, pick which layer of the image 
you want to match.  You want to match 
the Background.  Choose that.
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10. Once you are happy with the pup’s colors, 
click OK and the adjustment will be applied.
This is applied directly onto the layer, so once 
you hit OK it is changed and once you save the 
file or do further work, it is permanent.

You can make a copy of the unadjusted layer be-
fore making permanent changes, just in case you 
change your mind later.

Once happy with the changes, go to Layer > 
Merge Layers.  This will allow you to perform 
a few more actions that will blend your photos 
even more.

12. Your finished combined photo 
should look something like the one 
on the left.

11. Use the Burn Tool to darken the boat deck under the puppies paws.  
This gives a little more of a shadowing effect.

Next, get in close and lightly use the Smudge Tool along the edges of the 
puppy to tone down any jagged effect.
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13. Notice the large difference in the photos.  The combined photo on the right looks as if it 
could be real.  This is the advantage of using color matching!

Grade Rubric:
__•		Puppy	picture	is	placed	in	boat	picture
__•		Puppy	is	resized
__•  Boats	layer	targeted
__•		Source	&	layer	properly	targeted
__•		Adjust	the	color	matching	sliders	so	that	the	puppy	matches	t	
								the	boats	coloring
__•		Merge	the	layers
__•		Use	the	Burn	Tool	to	create	shadows	under	the	puppy
__•		Use	the	Smudge	Tool	around	the	edges	to	soften	them
__•		Use	the	cooling	filter	to	rid	the	photo	of	the	redish	hue
__•		Overall	professional	look	of	finished	project

14. If you want to get rid of the red hue, you can apply a cool hue 
photo filter to get rid of the red effect.  (See pic at left).

Adobe Visual Communication using Photoshop
Exam Objectives

2.4  Demonstrate knowledge of color correction using Photoshop 
2.6  Understand key terminology of digital images. 4.3 Transform 
        images.
4.4 Adjust or correct the tonal range, color, or distortions of an 
        image.
4.8  Demonstrate knowledge of filters.

    


